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| bs Friends and Cates men, -. 
[3 7 OU cannot be ignorant how {| 
mttch the Principles of the 
Roman Church have been aſſaul- 
| ted,and how ill the confident pra- jj 
A 2 : een ff 
, 5 
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&ices of ſome of that Perſuaſion : 
have been reſented of late, in ſo | 


much that that party is now be- 
come the ſubje& of the publick 
ſcorn or anger : How far ſome of 
your ſelves have contributed here- 
unto, I ſhall not take upon me to 
judge, [I think it will be a more 
charitable employment to offer 
ſome expedient to free you from 
the certain effeqs of this preju- 
dice., then to diſpute about the 
cauſe of it, Wherefore whilſt ſowe 
inſult, and others deride you, I 
have ſo much affe&ion for your 
perſons as my Country-men, and 
ſo much charity for your ſouls , 
ſince you bear the name of Chriſti- 
an, as to offer to you ſome uſeful 
advice.” Tis true, the common ap- 
prehenfion concerning you might 

almoſt 
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| almoſtdiſcourage ſuch anattewpr, 


It being generally believed that a 
Roman -Catholicks reſolution is 
the ſame with Cor7a5 In Cicero, Vi2.- 


| That no diſcourſe of either learned or 


unlearned men ſhould ever remove | 


him from the opinion received from 
his fore fathers.concerning the wor- 
ſhip of the immortal , cicers d: na. 
Goas(a.) But I know #4 Peor.l. 2, 
many of you to be maſters of too 
much reafon to make ſo b'inda 
reſoſution: For 2t # not the part 
of wiſe men to be enſlaved to a recet- 
ved Opinion, nor raſhly to prue up 
themſelves to their fathers cuſtoms, 
but to endeavour to find out the 
truth (b) : and it is the þ Theodsret. de 
divine advice of St. <7n<# Gree. 


cF, Cs Serme ls 


Paul, to prove all things <1 Thif. v. 21. 
and hold faſt that which is good (c). 
K-43 It 
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Ic being a zeal without know-: 
ledge , and a fooliſh obſtinacy; 
ro hold faſt any thing, till we 
have examined whether it be 
good or no. I can eafily be- 
{tzeve your ſpiritual guides will 
eſteem no ſin more mortal , then to 
nquire into. the Principles you 
profeſs, and ſcarce allow the per- 
uſal of a few lines preſented by fo 
charitablea hand. But their oppo- 


poſition ( if you wi'l conſider ) 


ought to make you more ſuſpicious, | 
and methinks:you ſhould reſolve 
to try that coin which is denyed to 
be brought to the touchſtone, 
knowing that truth never ſeeks for 
corners,and that which is real fears - 
no Teſt : The Church of Exgland 
puts no ſtich reſtraint upon herad- 
herents, but gives.leaye.to examine 
her 


h Plas obſervation, 


her dodGrinesþy Scripture and the 
beſt Antiquity, and ſhe finds ſhe 
bath no better fons then thoſe who 
have enquired the moſt narrowly. 
Evil needs a mak ana a aiſeniſe 
(faid the brave Ageſtlans) but lizht 


makes real good more illuſtrious and 


more lovely: yea, a greater then he 
hath ſaid, Every one that aveth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to 
che light lea / his deeds ſhould be re- 

proved, but he that auth truly cometh 


- the light (d)- 1tis d 5. Fobniii, 


20, 21. 
That every ſoul is unwillingly depri- 


wed of truth, which men can no lon- 
ger refuſe when once it appears to 


; them: Sothat if you have ſo much 


courage as to.,enquire in a cafe of 
ſogreat importance, I ſhould nor 


be. without hope. that my advice 
A.4 might 
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_ wight take place, and hethat dares 


not do this, 1s not a Diſciple but a 
Slave. There are ſome perhaps who 
may prompt you to eaſe your 
minds, by reproaching the ſeveri- 
tics of the Law or theGovernment; 
and others, who ſuppoſing you to 
be men that will (as Galezof the 
Stoicks)rather betray their Country 
then renonuce their Maximes, way 
offer more deſperate counſels to 
you: But you are generally too no- 
ble and coo'prudent to incline to 
ſuch curſed motions, wherefore I 
hope you will eſteem him . your 
friend who adviſeth you to try 


your Principles ſerioufly, before 


you ſufferany detriment by them; 
for I am perſwaded, if you were 
rightly informed, you would diſ- 
cern they do not deſerve the price 

that 


— « > © — 
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that you may be expedied to pay 
for them : However, my charity to 
you makes me earneſtly to requelt 
yon, but to conſider theſe fer par- 
ticulars wherein the Church of 
Rome differs from the Church of 
England,and then you will declare 
that your reſolution is not a blind 
nor accidental choice , and vindi- 
cate your ſe:ves from the charge of 
the Samaritans, who worſbipped 
they kyew not what. 


0. 1. I doubt nor, but as well 
thoſe who have been educated 1n 
the Romiſh perſuaſion. as thoſe 
who have inconſiderately turned to 


it,do-perſnade themſ<lves they are 


of Thz Dld Religion, and aſ- 
ſime the name - Catholtque , yea 
appropriate it'to themſeives, be- 

As cauſe; 


8 NAdvicetdheRomair 
cauſe they fancy they: do entireiy 
agree with the Ancient and Uni- 
verial Church : And doubcleſs in 
{ome particulars ſo they do, v1z. 
in all thoſe Dodrines of theirs 
which are founded upon the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, or. upon: the plain 
words of Holy Scripture for that 
is the Old Religion which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles: taught in Holy 
Scripture, many of which Princi- 
pies the Rowan Church doth ſtill 
retain; but ſo doth: the Church 
of England alſo, whoſeReligion 
is ſo far from owing its original to 
Luther,that it was recorded in the 


Tj | Holy Biblealmoſt fifceen hundred 
#1 years before him. And thus the Re- 


ligion of this Churct»is the Older, 
becauſe ſhe believes. nothing ne= 
ceſfary go. falvation-but what was 
| p believed 


Catholicksof'Enoland. 9: 
believed Sixteen hundred years a- 
g0; whereas the Roman Church 
10 hathinvented and added many Ar- 
/S ticlesto her Religion , of which 
irs ſomeare not meationed in the Bi- 
GO ble, othersare contrary to it;and 
IN theſe are the Points about which 
at wediffer. For whatever Chriſt 
it andhis Apoſtles tanght we believe 
Y better then they, I mean more eXx- 
!- plicitely, & npon better grounds, 
Il The Learned Salmeron confeſſeth, 
D that the New Teſtament mention- 
n ethnothingof prayers « 5.lmeron, in- 
O to Saints(e); and E- 1 7in.2. 
| A ſaith pa tmneh + nk 
: oo ayers for the - an. de regrefſſu 
*  Uead(f)). Antoninuaf- nine. 
firins that In#slgences are not tO | 
; be found in theSeriprure; 8 — 
'  Norancient Dotors:(p) ; F535; | 


non 
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—— 


nor were they uſed in the Primitive 
h Fifer.in ig, Church,ſaith your Bt- 
Artic. Luth, + ſhop Eiſber (h); and 
if you would gf" th without 
prejudice, the worſhipping of 
God by an Image is plainly con- 
trary tothe ſecondCommandment, 

tor which cauſe ſome of you are 
never taught it. St. Paul im the 

old Religion poſitively difſallows 
of Prayers *or Eiymns in an umn 
known Tongue , 1 Gor.14. And he 
taught the Church, that there was 
but one Mediator \ I Ti, FHI- 3. 

yet your new Religion hath made 
Saints and Angels to bear that of- 


| fice: But theſe, and ſeveral other 
 } things are ſo far from being the 
{ 5 old Religion, that-the very years 
+ when moſt of them were unpoſed 


''l are recorded by Writers of the Ra- 


man 


-  « was ww" 


y 


F 
( 
1 
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wan Church: Indalgexces cannot | 
he derived higher then the time of 
Alexander the 3d (i)? i 4n. 1160. 

The forbidding Prieſts marriages 


was a conſtitution made by Pope 


Hildebrand (k): Anri- «x 4. 1174. 
culay Confeſſion was Sigtberti 
not impoſed as neceſ- ©" 
ſary until the Lateran Councel 
(1) + and that diſfcri- | Can. 21. An, 
minating DoGrine - of 215+ 
Tranſubſtantiatien 1s no older, for 
tt was firſtdetermined in thatCoun- 
cel, that the Bread was Tranſub- 
ſtantiate into the Body of Chriſt, 
and the Wine into his Blood by 
the Divine Power (mM), m cn,1.41.7 
although one of the in- 4271215, 
fallible : Heads ' of the Roman 
Church had before affirmed; That 
the Elements ceaſe not to be of the” 


ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance and nature of Bread, and 


Wine (n): The givin 
n Gelafus de. rhe Sacrament = ” 
contr. Entych.- one kind, was decreed 
® Ann, 1415, 
there were three Popes pretenders 
at once) with:this clauſe We De- 
tree, oc. natwith{ianiing aur Lord 
Chriſt inſtituted and-adminiftred it 
in both kinds : yea, ſome things 
were never defined to be Articles 
af Faith inthe Roman Church, till 
the late | Councel of Trex? not 
much above: 100 years ago; a 
Conncel never fully owned by the 


Catholicks of -Frexce, or ſubmit- 


ted to by the Engliſh Nation: And 
for themoreancient of thoſe pornts 


by the Councel of 
Conſtance *, ( when 


4 
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wherein the Roman differs. from - 


ſed 


the Engliſh; lmwweation of. the Bleſ-. 
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ſea Virgin and other Saints, Purga- 
tory, and Prayers to be delivered 
thence, the Popes Supremacy, Vene- 
ration of Reliques, appeals to Rome, 
ec. they were wholiy unknown in 


the firlt three Centuries, and there- 


fore arenot fo old as the Religion 
of the Chureh of Exelavd: Now 
to pretend they determined. theſe 
things by vertue of Apoſtolical 
Traditions preſerved in that 
Church, what is it but to confeſs 
the Scriptures and beſt Fathers 
arenot for them, and to make them- 
ſelves Judges in their Own Cauſe, 
nay to accuſe all former Govern- 


' ours of that Church for letting 


ſuch Traditions ſleep ſo long ? 
though the more.probable gpinion 


- 1s, the former Popes knew. of no 
_ fuch Traditions, and then-it will 


follow 
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follow the later have invented + 


them to ſupport their New Reli- 
gion; to whom belongs that of St. 


Hierom, That which they pretend 


fo find or feign ax Apoſtolical Tradi- 
$10ns,without the Authority and Te- 
ftimony of the Scriptures, the ſword 
0 Hieron. in of God ſhall deſtroy (0). 
Hagge!. If you would admit 
Reaſonorthe Ancient' Fathers to 
be Judges, Tertulliav would tell 
you that (Religion) is trueſt which 
P Tertul, in WAS firft y and that 
Marcel. wad firfſh which was 
from the beginning (p) : and St. Cy- 
prian, that we ought not to regard 0 
much what ſome others before us 


have —_ fit, as what Chriſt him- 


felf , who # before all, hath 


q CYypr. ad Ce- dope. Now whatever 


cile. Ep.6. Feſws and his Apoſtles 


deli- 


TIES: © = a ww. a kw mw ay tY 
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; delivered for DoGrines, and 


whatever was generally received 
as ſuch for the firſt three hundred 
years, wuſt needs be the Old Re- 
ligion, and this is intirely belie- 
ved by the Church of Ezplaza: 
but you fee-rhe Rowan Church 
hath omitted ſome, and added o- 
ther things, - and altered ſo many 
particulars, that although Rome 
keep the Old Name, it doth not 
keep the Old Faith: We may now 
(as Faver, Vitals aid) ſeek Rome 
in the midſt .of Rome: and zt 


' cannot be adenyed ( ſaith ano- 
ther 7 ) that the Roman | c\ſunder de 


Church is not a little officio boniviri 


' different from its Ancient beauty 
| and ſplendour : indeed there is 


neither the Faith nor the manners 


_ of the Primitive Rowan Church: 


and 


! 
; 
| 
1 
( 
! 
| 
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and therefore as St. Ambroſe obſer gr 
veth, They that have not PeterC| 
Faith cannot ſucceed to Peters 7m Re 
S Ambr.ate pen. heritance £ Þ'W Ancifq 
L. 1, chop.6. you may juſtly defertC| 
them who have in ſo many things5en 
departed from Chriſt and his A-ni 
poſtles, yea and from their beſiC 
Predeceſſorsalſo; if you wouldhy 
cleave to the Old Faith of thebf 
primitive Roman Church, youth 
ſhall come much nearer to it byli, 
receiving the Articles of the Eng-is 
11h Church, then. by retainingw 
that which Rome at preſent. calls|y 
Religion, As for the name ofy' 
Catholique, the Engliſh Prote-q 
{tant way more juſtly claim it, be-ty 
cauſe his Principles C which areC 
few, and clearly deduced fromy, 
Scripture and prime Antiquity Yi 
are 
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ſcrgre denyed by ſcarce any ſort of 
tersChriſtians in the world, but by the 
72-Rowaniſts, who are not above the 
\ndfourth part of thoſe who believe in 
{ertChriſt ( [ ; and who t Purchas pil- 
ng5embrace many oPini- 47171. col3.. 
; A-nions which all other *” #** 
beſiChriſtians do explode now, and 
uldyhich the Primitive never heard 
theof.; wherefore it is ridiculous for 
yOlthem to call themſelves Catho- 
bylique, and to affirm no ſalvation 
Ng-is to be had out of their Church , 
ingwhereby they do preſumptvouſ- 
allsly condemn Chriſtians, more in 
ofnumber then themſelves, and e- 
'te-qual in Learning, yea ſuperior in 
be-true piety, to the beſt of that 
areChurch : Wherefore, my Friends, | 
'omynu may be more truly Catho- 
y Yliques, and of the Old Religion 
are: by 
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by embracing the Faith profeſſed 


in your own Country, for thoſe 
things in which you have placed 
the greateſt matter of Religion, and 
which you have reverenced for 
their ſuppoſed Antiquity, are G#- 
beonites diſguiſed on purp ve to 
delude, and notwithſtanding their 
mouldy pretences as if they had 
come a long journey, and were de- 
ſcended from ancient Times, their 
original 15 in truth much later and 
nearer to the preſent Ape. 


0.IT. But it may be,you believe 
the. Biſhop of Rowe to be the Vi- 
car of Chriſt, the znfallible Tuadge 
of Controverſies, and the Suprean 
head of the Univerſal Church, and 


therefore you dare not rejeq what * 
he impoſes; now whoſoever layes 
ſo 


ſ9 


Y) 


tcl 


wr. 
Ch 


lec 


d 


fo 
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'ſo much ſtreſs upon this Authorts 


ty, ought ſeriouſly to examine 
whether it belegal, or only pre- 
tended and uſurped: r, As to the 
whole world there are far more 
Chriſtians who do not acknows- 
ledge the Popes Supremacy , then 
there are who do; and if our 


Lord had deſigned to make St. Pe- 


ter and his Succeflors ſo. ſupream 
and infallible Judges, it may juſt- 
ly occaſion your wonder, why ſo 
neceſſary an Article was not plain- 


. Iy fer down in the NewTeſtament? 


and how it came to paſs that St. 
Peter himſelf never pretendea to 
any.ſuch power over the other A- 


poſtles? Peter, Fames, and. Fohn, 


though preferred by Chriſt before the 


reſt ( as Enſebius re- u £Eyſeb. Eccl. 


70 


cords #) challenged not Þiſte 1.2.6.1. | 
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#0 themſelves the glory of Prinaacy ,- vi 
but ok James Sho - Biſboj of aj 
the Apoſiles: And the ſaid Fames w 
was Prefident in the firſt Chriſtian di 
Synod at Fernſalern,and finally de- ny 
termined the: Queſtions there , is 
though Peter himſelf was pre- St 
* At; 15.13, fſent*; and an ancient'Pt 
Councel calls Fernſalem,the mother Th 
K Conc .Conſt.1, of all Churches ( Þ4 ). th, 
Ep, ed Damaſ. And further, you Sf 
ought to conſider, That 1f this Sy- th 
premacy of the Pope had been be- #4 
lieved in the firſt Ages, he muſt ex: 
have called, and preſided in all na 
Councels,. whereas Cardinal Cafir- of | 
214 affirms,the Emperonrs or  Fheiy ter 
Deputies were Preſidents in-eirht of. 
y Cuſude Conc. general Gonmels (Cy). 

{.3.c.6, The Popes ſenſe would tai 
have been enquired in all contro- Ch 
verted : 


4 


Catholicks of England. 2: 
;,- verted places of Scripture, and 
of appeals have been made to hin, 
es which it. dothnot appear that any 


an did as to a Supream Judge for nia- 


e- ny handred years after Chriſt. It 


e , is not probable the famous Marty? 


-e- St. Cypriay ever heard of this Sit- 
nt 'premacy, - who calls Corzelins Bi- 
ex Thop of Rome no more but Bro- 
'). #her and: Colleague , and pives to 
on Stephen, Biſhop of the ſame place, 
- the: Tittes of falſe Apoſtle , Schiſ- 
3e- matrek', . Friend to Hereticks and 
iſt exermy to Ghriſtians 7, 2cypr.ad Pon- 
all nay, he affirms the reſt pci. Ep. 74 
fix- of 'the Apoſtles were as great: as Pe- 
tiy ter; endowed with an equal fhare 
be for wn and power (a). a Ideni de uni. 
f): Nor was this Supre- Z4!e Ecelef. 
1d bacy underſtood as given by 
-o- Chriſt, by the Fathers in the Ge- 
ed neral 
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b Anno Chriſe; neral Councel of Chal- C 
451. cedon (b), who ſay, tl 
Rome hath had a Primacy of Order E 
becanſe it was the Imperial City, w 
and make the Biſhop of Conſtanti- it 
nople equal to him in' that honour, a 
cCan.28, (©) And:it ſeems St. Je 
Concil, Chal, Gregory , Biſhop: oft 
Rome himſelf, .knew not of thisw 
Power, .for when the Biſhop of U 
Conſtantinople .began,.to call-him- m 
ſelf Univerſal Biſhop,. Pape Gre- a! 
gory, in his Epiſtle. toe Manriting, ve 
admires at the arrogance of aſſuming C 
a new Title which none of his Pre- ni 
aeceſſors had ever accepted of, a Ti- ive 
tle blaſphemous to Chriſtian ears, to 
d Greg. Epiſt, QC. (d ) but at ſaſtjni 
ad Mayrit,z2- YOU are told that Phe-c!, 
OG EP-359- cas, an intruding Em-|1 
perour, being angry at Cyriacus of me 
Conſtantinople, 
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1al- Conſtantinople, attributed this Tr- 
ay, tle to the next Biſhop cf Kome, 
der Boniface the third (e), eprom, 4nnat 
ty, which will ſcarce ju- 605. 
zti- ſtifie the Supremacy and. Juriſd:- 
ur, tion which the Pope now chat- 
St. lengeth. How the Biſhop of Rome 
of attained to this preſent grandeur, 
hiswhat complaints were made of his 
of Uſurpation, what oppoſition is 
m- met with in many places of 0. , 
re- and how. Jittle his Supremacy is 
24, valued at preſent, even in ſome 
iz Countries of the Roman Commu- 
re- nion, would be too tedious to 
T:-irelate; andit 1s more per: inent 
rs,ito the caſe of the Engliſh Rowa- 
aſtniſts to conſider, how far h=- can 
he-\claim any power over the Britax- 
.m-|aick Churches. They may re- 
; of member therefore thar this Nation 
le, B Wes 
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was not converted firſt by the Bi- 
ſhop of IKame, but Religion had; 
fouriſhed here above 500 years, 
before there was any communica- 


tion with that Church; and whez 


Auguitine te Monk required of 
the Brittiſh Biſhops to profeſs ſub- 


qeition to the See of Rome ,  Dino- 
thus Abbot of Bancor ſhewed by 


diverſe Arguments they owed him - 


f Geeffr. Mon- 2078 (Ct ) 3 nor did they 


mouth,de Aug. follow the Rites of 5 


verſe fineme 


Rome, nor yet own 


the Popes power of Conſecration, 


till the dayes of Heyry the firſt ; 


but the Brittiſh Biſhops were 


cunſecrated by the Arch-biſhops 


of St. David's, and he by his own | 


Suffragans, making no profeſſion 
g GiraldsCame of ſubjection to any 0- 
brenſ. itiner. ther Ghurch (g). The 


£20 Is, 


S2Xa0ns + 
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1 Saxons indeed ſhewed more re- 
4 ſpect ro Rowe, becatiſe they bad 
4 received the Goſpel fron) thence, 

. but never eſteemed the Pope an 


infallible Judge , only they asked 
his adviceas Gf their moſt eminenr 
neighbour Patriarch : But neither 
they nor. the Normans eſteemed 
themſelves ſubjed to him, as may + 


þe ſeen in the Letter of Milam 


the Conquerour co Gregory the 


Seventh, Fealty I have not acknove- 


ledgea (ſaith he) neither will I, be 


cauſe neither did I promiſe it, ner 
x Ty 
| do | find my Predeceſſors ever atd tr 


to your Predeceſſors(h): YO bo 
2nd when Anſelme , nal 1076. $. 


» Thomas Becket, and 25. 


ſome who inclined to the Roman. 
Faction, would have ſubj-Ged 
themſe:ves and the reſt of the 

Þ 2 Eng'ifh 
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Engliſh Clergy to the Papal Au- | 


thority, our Chronicies will tell 
you, that our Kings reliſted that 
encroachment, and by the Statutes 
of Clarendon decreed, That all the 


Clergy [bould bona fide, ſwear Al- 


legiance to the King, and none ſhould 
appeal but unto the Arch-biſhop , or 
from him fizally to the King,without 
: Matthe Paris, particular licence (1). 
Ain. 11544, [f you be(as becoines 
Engliſh men) well verſed in the 
Hiſtories and Laws of your own 
Country , you are not ignorant 


how Þalely the Pope took advan- 


tage to encroach upon the Arch- 
biſhops of Canterbury , and the 
Kings of this Nation, and yet that 
his uſurped Authority was fre- 
quently complained of in Parlia- 
ment, and neyer fully ſubmitted 
to 


— 
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toby this Nation, as being coi- 
trary to the Kings Prerogative, the 
fundamental Laus and the Liber- 
ties of the People; fo that King 
Henry the Fifths Embaſſadors old 
Pope eXartinthe Fifth, tÞat zheir 
Maſter the Kine, if he yielded nct 
to his Demanas, would uſe his own 
power in theſe particulars, for he | 
aid not apply himſelf to Rome out of | 


elſity, bu 
neceſſity, but for reſpect k Vitd Penrici 


ſake (k): and at length cw, p 55, 


before this Authority 57- 

had been exerciſed 400 years, It 
was mnch more legally rcjzecqed 
then ever it was introduced, v2. 
by the Regal Power, with the ad- 
vice and conſent of Parliament , 
which 1s the Supream Authority 
of this Nation ; and thus the King 
was reſtored to his ancient Rights, 
B 2 and 


Dn 
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and Exglanifreed froman intole- 
rable voke. And now why ſhouid 
you fear to renounce an Authority 
which ſome Catholick Countries 
do not own, which hath been gain- 
ed by fraud and policy, by div1- 
ding Chriſtian Princes, by the de- 
cay of the Empire,and the oppreſ- 
ſton of many in their juſt Rights; 
a power not given by Chriſt, not 
acknowledged by the firſt Chri- 


| ſtians, nor challenced ty the beſt 


Popes ; a Jurildi&:on Nove], u- 
ſurped,and never loa )ycſtabliſh- 
ed or generally obeyed 1n this 
Nation I cannot tee you are oþb- 
| g2d to own himany further, then 


w:itha reſped due to a Eiſhop of ' 


an ancient and Apoſtolick See ; 
nor fo far nether, 1f he be not 
Content with his own, and keep 


not 


- 
Ly 
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not to the Primitive Fatth. 


6. IIT. It was the obſervation 
of the famous Roman Hiſtorian of 
o.J, That none ever got an Authy- 
rity by evil arts , but they admi- 
miſtred it by as baa means: And 
this is fo plain:y verited in the 
preſent Roman Church, that it 1s 
taken no: ice of by all thoſe of her 
own Communion, but ſuch whoſe 
affeGton bath rob'd them of their 
diſcerning powers ; and it bath a- 
bated much of the reverence for- 
merly paid tothat See, becauſe it 
1s apparent that the deſigns there- 
of are wholly ſecular, tending not 
to the falvation of ſonis, but the 
ſupport of her own greatneſs : 
which makes me wonder our Eng- 
11h Catho'icks ſhould: hug theic 
P4 chains, 
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chains, and adore thoſe who abuſe 
their weil-meaning Devotion to 
mainiain an ill gotten Power; 
wi:c:as an cafie apprehention may 
diſcover, that the guides of that 
Church do condudt 1t by Princi- 
ples that have more of Machiavel 


in them, then of Conſcience or . 


Goipe] ſimplicity: thoſe things 
which they teach you to cal] Relt- 
gion, are arts to enſlave and impo- 
veriſh you, and engines to advance 


themſelves to the height of honour. 


and abundance. Were this the 
fault of particular mens evil ma- 
nagement (from wh ch no Society 
can be free) it were more excuſa- 
ble: but the very Dodrines which 
are added to the Catholick 
Faith, and moſt of the Tenents 
wh ch they diflex from theChurch 

| OL 
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of England in, are plain artifices 
to encreaſe the power and the 
wealth of Rome, things for which 
they diſpute with us upon Deme- 
7111s principle. becauſe thereby they 
have their gain *; they * 44; 19.25. 
contend for them not becauſe they 


| believe them, bur becauſe it is their 


intereſt the people ſhould be per- 
ſwaded of them ; while they ſe» 
cretly Jaugh at your credality, 
who wiil beſoeaſty impoſed on, 


_ as that preat Cardinal did, who 


rave the people who flocked a- 
bout him his Benedi@ion in this 
form, ut wult decipi, decipiatar , 
He that will be decetved let him be 


deceived, Now the reaſonablenetls 


of this charge will appear if you 
ill confider the Particu'ars : 
And firſt the Implicite Faith , or 

| B 5 Bcliey ; 


"32 adv 


i 


} Believing as the Church believes, 
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way agree with Pythagoras's zpſe 
aixit, and 1sa good ſhelter for Pa- 
ganiſme, the beſt Argument for 
which; Balbxs in Cicero confefleth 
to be, that he had received it from 
| Cicer.de nat. 11s Fore-fathers (1 ): 


deorum, l.3s 


forbid his ſeduced Scholars to ex- 
m Euſ-b. wiſt, amine his princip.es 
{.JoColJs 
It is below the honeſty of true 
Religion to deſire to be taken up- 


on cut, or to fear an examina- 


tion : wherefore you may perceive 


this DodGrine to be a piece of po- , 


licy whereby your Prieſts ſecure 


. their evil principles from being 


enquired into, and a device to 


wake you depend on them as in- 


fallib'e 


It was becoming e- 
nough in pelles the Heretick, to | 
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fallible Oracles, who can by this 
@ means lead you blindfold whither 
- , they pleaſe, and impoſe upon youu 
r that which ſerves their intereſt, 
h underthe pretence of true Religi- 
2 


) 


on: To this we may add Auricu- 

lar Confeſſion toa Prieſt, uſed of od 
. * only incaſeof a troubled Conſci- 
> . enceoraitrong Temptation, but 
- - 1s now become a great part of the 
s KReligionof ſome Romaniſts, and 
t | an occaſon | fear to hincer not 
e only confeſſion to God , but a- 
- | mendment of life alſo, at which it 
- | pretends to aim. And it is toe 
e notorious, that it 1s enjoyned ro 
- , wake the Prieſt maſter of: every 
e mans ſecrets , and to-diſcover the 
o leaft inclination of theirProſe] ytes - | 
o | toleavethemy to keep the. Latty 
- . in-awe, and make themyto depend 


UpÞOny 
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upon their ſpiritual Guide, as one 


Cm 


© > y— 


that hath them at his mercy ; and 
I with the Rowan Church do not 
give leave tothe Prieſts to difco- 
ver what way be for the advantage 
of the Catholik Cauſe, for then 
they have an Intelligencer in the 
breaſt of every Great wan of their 
Communion. Burt becauſe their 
honour cannot be waintained with- 


Out vaſtriches, it is your concern 


to obſerve what arts they have to 
fill the Churches Treaſuries. For 
this end they impoſe Pexparces, 
and perſwade to Vows of' Pilert- 
mage, and then ſuffer their Vota- 
ries to buy Indu/gences and Di- 
ſpenſations 3 they tell wondrous 
ftories of Saints in ſome certain 


Places, to which thoſe that reſort 


wake ſuch, Oblations, that there 
are 
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are ſome ſhrines which do outvie | 
the Treaftures of the greateſt | 


Princes of Europe. The Dodrine 
of Purgatory is countenanced to 
oblige the people togive liberal- 
ly,for themſelves or their deceaſed 
friends , to thoſe who ſell their 
Prayers: as commonly as Merchants 


their ordinary wares. The year of 


- Fabilee, and the ſale of Diſpenſa- 


tions for notorious irregularities, 


and the market of Abſolutions for 
abominab!e crimes (let at certain 
prices ) are evidences that at 
Rome nothing 15 unjuſt which is 
profitable. The reſtrainivne of 
Prieſts marriage 1s not that” they 
way be more pure (for fornication 
is either allowed, (n) nPeer.P. Alex. 
ora very venial ſin 0) © ns __ 
but that having n0 4j,82.c.5. 

lawful 


is 

[0 
{be 
{aq 
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lawful children, the Church may 
be their heir, for the Canon Law 
a annul. al.Ows mw Regular 
11b.5.de Grego, Biſhops to ditpoſe of 
ry 7 their Eſtates by Will, 
nor other Biſhops to-be too free 
of their Alws in their Sickneſs ; 
how earneſtly ſoever they exhort 
the Laity to it. The exempting 
theGlergy from their natural Priz- 
ces Authority 15, that the Pope may 
have Subjects numerous and po- 
rent, to give intelligence and abett 
his intereſt in the bowels of all 
Kingdoms, and the ſums of mo- | 
ney he receives from theſe are 
ſcarce within the reach of Arith- 
metick, for Inflitutions, Indudti- 
ons, Collations, Confirmations, Firſt 
Fruits, Tenths and Inveſtitures; fo 
that the Parliament in King Henry 

| _ the 
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the Eighths time made it appear, 
that in fourty years laſt paſt the 
Court of Rome had received 
1 60000, for Inveſtitares of Biſhops, 
from this Kingdom; and Matthew 
Paris relates that Walter Grey, 
Arch-biſhop of York, pay'd for his 
Pa!l r0590 /. (Þ) WHO p marth. Paris. 
alſo relates that 1t was P49. 274. 4- 
complained by the Engliſh that 
there went f:5m hence annually to 
Rome 60090 Marks 
(q): lo that 1t 1s no bF ng. 
wonder what Czracella piſt. Anolor. ad 
tells of Pope Sextus Innocente 
the Fif.h, who in five years got 
five millions of Crowns ; nor 1s 
it ſtrange that by ſo much wealth 
and intereſt the Biſhop of Rome 
ſhould ſwallow al! the little Prin- 
Cipalities about him, till he 1s Þe- 
come 


LE EE ID . 
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come a confiderable temporal 
Prince, and his anciently poor 
and pious Prieffs and Deacons are } 
changed into 11luſtrious Caraz- 
nals, who in magnificence and. | 
pomp do vie with the greateſt E- 
ſtates of Chriſtendom ; foralas, it 
is manifeſt they have made Religi- 
on anart to draw the wealth of 
the world unto that City, and the 
dependants thereof, And how 
they ſpend theſe Treaſures in rai- 
ſing their Families, and advancing 
their Nephews and Neeces to the 
higheſt dignities and fortunes, 1s 
evident to all the world ; which 
methinks, being all duly weighed, 

mav diſcover to you how little 
reafon you have to adore thoſe 
who have ſo groſly impoſed upon 


you, or to,account it Religion to | 
ſufker 


" 
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ſuffer in their quarre], who wal- 

ow in plenty and Juxury , and 
ſerve their own ends out of your 
Devotion : yea, and you ought to 
account him your friend who 
would reſcue you from this abuſe, 
and perſwade you to a Religion 


| thatis plain and honeſt and which 


hath no deſigns upon you, bur to 
wake you good, and to direct you 
to Heaven. 


9. IV. And now if you believe 
the foregoing watters of Fag?, you 
cannot Eut think it very proba- 
ble, that they who have ſv little 
Piety as toturn Religion into Po- 
licy, may have ſo little hozeſty as 
to equivocate for the defence of 
ſuch principles. So that the next 


enquiry may be concerning the 


many 
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wany Fidims upon which a 
great part of the Roman Faith hath 
been bui't; in wich particular our 
Fore: fathers were much more ex- 
culable, as living in an Age where- 


— — ———— 


in there were bur little means to | 


deted theſe Forgeries, whereas you 


_ are by Providence fallen into thoſe 


times whereinthe world is grown 
too learned and inquiſitive to en- 
dure to be ſo abuſed in. So mich 
theſe deceits have been found ont 
by Adverſaries, and many of them 
acknowledged by the greate:t 
f. iends of that Church. To begin 


with Myractes, a foundation upon 


which have been raiſed and confir- 


med Prayers to Saints, Veneraticn 


of Images and Reliques , __ 
2ages, and wuch of the gainfulleſt 
parc of the Religion of Rowe, 
Our 
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Onur Anceſtors ( faith Odtavins} 
were fo eafie of belief, as raſhly to 


grve creat to the moſt menſtromus and 


ſtrange worders ( r ) * r Ar. Minuti- 


and St. Auguſtine affir- nn Fer. 


meth, that Antiquity aid re- 


cetve the moſt ab/urdly dcviſed fa- 
bles(s): and doubt- |; 4. de cin, 


| lefs the e Monks did PTti-1-22.c.26, 


| invent, and the Roman Church ap= 


prove about ſeven or eight hun- 
dred years ago, the moſt ſenſleſs 
and fabulous Ilyes concerning the 
Miracles of Saints , that ever the 


| world ſaw : Things ſo impoſſbie 


and r:diculous, fo little agreeing 


with Hiſtory, Chronology, and Geo= 


graphy, as well as with Truth, that 
rhe modern Writers of that 
Church are aſhamed of them; yea, 
and the Popes themſelves alſo, 
have 


- Te 
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have left many of them out in the | 


later Brevzarzes:Bur this Argument 
is now ſo fully handled by #wo ex- 
r_Dr.Stilling- cellent Pens (t), that I 
flect of Mirz- may diſmiſs it, with 
pope” yo 'oref my hearty wiſh thar 
exIONS UP=s «+ | 
on the Ronjſh YOU would read thoſe 
Devotions Trads without preju- 
dice, being written not to abuſe 
Religion, as ſome tell you, but ro 
undeceive you,and to unmask that 
Hypocriſfie which hath long walk- 
ed in the guiſe thereof and ſureiy 
there is no juſt cauſe of anger at 
the Reiators, but at the Inventers 


of ſuch falſhoods, to rhe ſcandal 


of Chriſtanity it ſelf. Buttogo 
cn; however venerable an opinion 
you have had of theRomazx Church, 
it is now made evident to the 


world , that they have been the , 


orcateſt | 
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| greateſt Impoſtors that can be;for 
t | 10 advance the Supremacy of the 
Pope, what have they not feigned ? ? 
7 | The Legates of this Church, in a 
h | famous Councel at Carthage, at 
'r | which St. Augnſtize was preſent, 
= | Amuno Dom. 419. were convicted 
1. | tohave produced two feigned Ca- 
@ | nons fathered upon the. Councel 
0 of NNzce: And about the year 790, 
it | were publiſhed a Colleion of De- 
:- | cretal Epiſtles and Councels by Iſe- 
y dore, ſtuffed with apparent falſe- 
ir | hoods, to give countenance to the 
's | Papal Uſurpation, which were dif- 
11 | covered by Hincmarws Biſhop of 
Oo | Rheims, who lived at that time. 

Nor did the Authority of the Ro- 
h, | wanSee bluſh to alledge,in its own 
'- defenſe, ſome Apes ſince, that moſt 
he” fabulous Donation of the Empe- 
of} | ror 
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ror Conſtantine, wherein he is pre=- | 
tended 7o make the Pope head 6- | 


ver the whole Church, and Superi- 


or to all the four great Patriarchs of 


the Eaſt, yeato give himall Italy 


with the City of Rome, and all the | 


Provinces of the Weſtern Empire : 
which now I ſuppole few Roman 
Catholicks do believe. And ſure 
that Church eſteemed the feigning 
of Antiquities no great crime, 
when to give reputation to the Su- 
premacy, and other profitable Ar- 
ticles, there were ſo many Decre- 
tal Epiſtles aſcribed to the firſt 
Biſhops of Rome, which {faith 
Cardinal Cuſanws) being applyed to 
the times of thoſe holy men, do be- 


uCuſun.deConc. FYAY themſelves ( uU); 
Ca:hdol. 'X 3. 


take now fo defend them, they are 
ſo 


and none dare under- | 


' ſo full of notorious errors and 
\ miſtakes: I might add to theſe the 
 INany 4daztions, alterations, and dt- 


 miputions which all their Editions 
q oR the Councels are guilty of, 
| which 1s the ſame villany with 
| ſuborning falſe witneſſes, or ſtop- 
| ping the mouths of the true, Ir is 


very like the Governours of your 
Church thought it was of preat 
advantage to their Cauſe, toailow 


f Inquiſitors to corre@& and order 


the Editions of the Fathers, and 
. as Sixtzes Senenſis ſaith, Pope Pics 
the Fifth did, *s parge and cleanſe 
all Catholick Authors, and eſpecial- 
ly the Fathers wri- * zyifel: 
| tings* that is,to make 74nerpaior. ad 
them ſpeak their own IS 
ſenſe, but when the Sixt Senenſ: 
Book which direGed theſe falſifi- 


| Cations 
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cations ( the Index Expurgatorins) 

came into Proteſtant hands, it hath|. 
been an infamous Þlot to your Re-! - 
ligion, becauſe, as 4rz06:z5 faith, - 
to intercept what # written , and \ 
defign to ſmother publiſhed Records, | 
is not to defend the Gods , but to ;; 
x Arnob. Adv, fear the Teſtimony of 
Gentes,lib.x. the Truth(x). And if - 
you of the Roman Communion - t 
will uſe your reaſon, you can put-'z 
no other conſtruction upon their « 
inventing ſpurious Records, and 4 
aitering the. true, and their pro- \c 
hibiting to read the Bible in a ./; 
y Clem, Vi1t. Language commonly 
in Jndice li- underſtood ( y 3 then i 
brorum prohib, thar the Romiſh'f 
Church confelleth neither Scrip= &d 
ture nor genuine Antiquity, do a- /« 


oree with their preſeat Principles 
| on 


» 
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xr PraGtices ; and ſurely you can- 


ith| not:butſee how unſaie you are it 


\e-! 


th, 


W:11 


beiieving-as- thoſe men believe, 


whomakeno conſcience to invent, 


impoſe, or defend things never ſo 
falſe, provided they may thereby 
advance their Church; and their 
-own private ends ; they that wi'l 
write lyes wi.l ſpeak them, and 
they who will corrupt theFathers, 
''are not to be truſted with the 


condud of - your ſouls: but we 
will end this with that of an Elo- 


-QUENT Father (Z), Re- z Lit in, vide 
.ligion ts to be ' defended item Fob xiii 
not.with wickedneſs but 


Vere. 


hen fidelity, for if you attempt the de- 
wiſh fenſe of Religion by evil arts, you 
1Þ= do not defend, but pollute and wis- 


0 a- 
oles 
ol 


{ate it. 
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S. V. Trae Religion hath threel1 


45 


principal ends; firſt, to advance! 


the honour of God ; ſecondly, toc 


 afſiſtusin the devout worſhipping 


of him ; thirdly, to teach us to i-!} 
mitate him by a holy life and con-j 


verſations which are ſo eſſential}; 


to a Good Religion, that we muſt]ſ 
not here omit to deſire you to en-}f 
quire, Whether many things.in' the; 
Roman Church do not hinder, ra-'n 
ther then promote theſe ends ?.a 
For if it appear that the Princi-iſ; 
ples thereof are diſhonourable toy 
God, impediments to Devotion, ix 
and hindrances toa Holy Life, it; 
cannot be accounted a Good. Reli- a 
And firſt, can you think it a 
is for the honour of God, to com-1d 
mand ings! which he hath forbid- J 
den in as plain words as can be C 
written, 
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weed writcen, as in the caſe of Images, 
nce! prohibited in the ſecond Comman- 
, to{dement ? and to forbid things un- 
Iing4der great penalties, which God 
0 1-1hath allowed and commended, as 
0n-jin Prieſts Marriages , 1 Cor, 7. 2. 
tial}1 Tim. 3. 2. ver. 12. and to di- 
puſtiſpenſe with things which he bath 
en-jforbidden , as in wany caſes of 
the Matrimony and Divorce? Is it 
ra- inot a great derogation toan Izfizite 
Is ?.:and 7zviſible Being to be repre- 
nci-iſented in an Image and Priture; 
2 fojyea, worſhipped under ſuch re- 
on , preſentations ? contrary to the 
, it;Decrees and Pradtice of all the 
gcli- ancient Chriſtians, (a) a conc. Z13be- 
k Itand to the great ſcan- 7/47. Can. 36. 
} Origen in Cel- 
om-idal of the Modern ſum. lib.7, 
DId-qJews, who call your Terint. Apel, 
1 be Churches at this day, ©#->® 
ten, CG 2 Houſes 
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Houſes of. Idols upon that account: 
Burt there are more palpable dif: ' 
honours caſt upon the Sox of Goa\. 
our dear Redeemer, by the dodFrines 
of eMerits and Satisfat#iows, how: 
ever Bellarmine fancy a many ma)? 
be ſaid to be hs ownRedeemer with: 
b Bullam 3. Ont any injury to Chrif( 
Purgator.lib.,, C Þ ), the event dothh 
cap,14, prove, that this Do-i 
Grine makes men leſs thankful fo!” 
the death of Jeſus, and leſs con-it 
cerned to get an intereſt in thatſt 
great exXpiation : And nothing itt 
more evident then that the Prayer.\c 
zo Saints, and eſpecially Zo. thi\v 


Virgin Mary, the making them Me-y 


aiators , nay, asking the greateſiic 

things of themand the Holy ngels.\ſ 

hath made the addreſſes to God bj\f 

Feſ#: to be moſt-miſerably negle«b 
. . Red] 
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uunt, ded, and almoſt diſuſed by the 
difſ- Vulgar; who ſay ten times more 
Goa fve Marys then Pater Niſters, 
'rintand look upon the Holy Virgin and 
ow- the Saints tobe more compaſſio- 
714) nate then Feſus, whom St. Paal 
pith-teacheth us to be the One Meaia- 
hriſtor, 1 Tim. 2. 5, And hence they 
dothworſhip and ſerve the Creature 
Do-much more then the Creator, Rom. 
| fo1'1. 25. they leave him.that 15 ready 
con-ito-hear, willing and able to help 
thatithem, for thoſe who in all proba- 
8 i:bility hear not any prayers, and 
zyer.\certainly cannot hear many in di- 
. thivers places at once : doubtleſs, if 
Me-you have any zeal for the honour 
atefijof Jeſs, 1t muſt be offenſive to ſee 
gels,ſome of your Saints Miracles com- 
d*bypared to, and preferred before 
ple4his : to.hear one of your Church 
ted, C3 fay, 
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ſay, That Chriſt did nothing which 
Sr. Francis did mot do; yea, that 
« Lib, Eon- He did more then Chrift 
form. fel.1149 himſelf (c). TI admire 
it doth not give publick offence 
to have the Virgiz Mary's name 
put into the Pſalms of David, in- 
| Readof the name of God, and to 
have her ſaluted by the Hea- 
theniſh Title of ©@»een of Hea- 
d vide Jerem. Yen (d), and invoked 
vii. videtar by the name of Mother 
_ _—_ of the whole Trinity(e). 
e Miſſale Þ» Theſe things are, I am 
bnicum,f-237 ſure, rather Elafphemy 
then Devotion, and as difpleaſing 


to God as they are diſſonant Fo Amn- 
tiquity : * Let mone. 


f Ep'ph. Panar, . 
caverſ.Cyllyri- ( ſaith Epiphanins t ) 
Jiancs-hereſ, aaore Mary , but why 


79+ ao I mention a woman, 


nay 


| 


ich 


bat 


if 


Ire 
Ice 
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nay not any man , this Reverence is 
ane only to God, nor are the Angels 
capable of ſuch plorification. Se- 
condly, I do believe many of the 
Roman perſwaſion do with much 
ſtrifneſs ſay over ſo many pray- 
ers as they are taught, and fancy 
that both their publick and pri- 
vate Devotions are the beſt in the 
world: but I wiſh they would 
patiently enquire, Whether pray- 
ing in an unknown tongue do not 
utterly deſtroy all true Devotion 
in the people? zf praying be the 
deſering any thing of God , how cau 
they defire that which they know 


wot? they may admire and gaze 
' but pray they cannot, nor find a- 


ny thing to keep them intent ſo 
long as the Maff laſteth , which 
maketh them ſo apt to talk and 

C4 laugh 
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[oh privately all the time : 'Tis Bl 
evident: that Cardival Cajerane W 
confeſt,it were more for the edifica- th 
tiow of the Church to have the 

Cajet. reſpon. Prayers 11 A known 60 
* ; kB Tongue (8): And Sr. of 
Panl hath writ almoſt a whole ic 
Chapter to prove; that the Con- | 9! 
gregation-15 not beneficted by Re- 
ligious exerciſes in a language not 'f4 
underſtood, r Cor. 14. bur the fl 
Roman Church will not alter ſo ab- 1+ 
ſurd a praGtice, ſo deſtruaive. of 0! 
true Devotion: ' Apain, although © 
you are. told that Images placed  & 
before you. in. time! of Prayer do tt 
| exceedingly help your Devotions, ( 

yet if you canſider rightly,” it is 0 
your phazcy. that is moved. by | © 
theſe thadows,not. your Devotion , P 
which on the contrary is much t. 
hindred 
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;s hindred by ſuch Objedcs, for they 
Ze WL iteal away the heart,and when 
ca- the ps are ſpeaking to God:, the 
he mind 1s taken up with the beauty , 
wa Golour, lineaments and workmanſhip 
St. of the Image 3 ſo that your Con- 
le ſcience will cell you that you have 
mn- | often drawn zear to God with your 
e- mouth, when your heats have been. 
of far from him, Matth. 15.8. and 
he the Roman Caſuiſts foreſeeing that 
b- Images-would take off the attenti- 
of on, have determined moſt impi- 
gh ouſly,that it is not neceſſary Fo pray- 
ed er, that the perſon praying ſhould 
lo think of what he ſpeaks , 
is, (h); a dodrine very. raticne, /1b. 3- 
is ſuitable to - the pra» © 14:09 Sat 
5y | Eice of ordinary-Pa- PE rei | ; 
s, pifts, whoalas patter over the lit= þ 
-h tle Oraiſons numbred by theiz | 
d C5 beads, | 
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beads, as children their leſſons, and 
then their Devotion is done: I will 


add, that the ſaying ſo many Ave 


Marys and other Sentences, ſo ma- 
ny dozen or ſcore of times over, 
doth direaly agree with the Hea- 
then way of praying, and 1s cen- 
ſured by Chriſt as no true Devoti- 


on, where he ſaith, When ye pray - 


wſe not vain repetitions as the hea- 
thens ao, for they think that they 
ſhall be heard for their much ſpeak- 
ing, Matth.6.7. and (my friends) 
were you once acquainted with 
that fervent and rational way. of 
praying praiſed and preſcribed 
by the Church of England, you 
would never more admire. thoſe 


trifling and ſuperficial Devotions. 
' Thirdly, Notwithſtanding there 
are many well-meaning perſons in 


the 


"27, or oe "OY WE wo 


i ST 


- Nance i$not 1ts proper cure ; how” 
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the Roman Communion , who live 
very well conſidering their inſtru- 
Gion, and though all do not draw 
thoſe concluſions into their pra- 
Gice which follow from the Prin- 
ciples of that Church, yet ſome are 
hindred from Repentance, and in- 
couraged in fin by many of the do- 


 Arines there taught, which will | 
be evident unto you, if you pleaſe . 


to weigh ,, Firſt , The weekly or. 
monethly Confeſſion to a Prieſt, to- 
gether with the Abſolution which 
follows thereupon; this is,I fear, 
a-great hindrance ro amendment of 
life, for though ſometimes there be 
a Pennance enj6yned,yet it is ſuch 
that the richcan buy of, and the 


 poor-may undergo it,and yet botÞ 


retain their fin, becauſe the Pen- 


ever 
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ever it makes many of this Religi- uj 
on confident and ſecure, yea, and ſa, 
not much affraid to  comwir more /iz 
of thelike kind, becauſe they fan- oz 
cy the former is forgiven : for the A; 
multituae of ſinners ( ſaith Armobi- wi 
265) do excreajſe, when hope us given up 
that fin may be bought off: and men fo 
eaſily fall into thoſe crimes, for th 
which money will purchaſe their par- te 
41-4, os, #01). But the miſe dt 
| Genres, lib,q, Chief is, that though pt 
| p#g-126,, ſuch perſons may be ge 
ſecure, yet they are not ſafe, be- bl 
| cauſe Almighty God, who only fi- wi 
' nally can remir, did not promiſe, no 
| and will not give pardon to any ha 
| butthofe who forſake , as well as an 
confeſs their ſins, Prov.28.13.and the 
' the Prieſt abuſeth all, whom he in- th; 
i courageth to hope for a pardon an« 
- upon 
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p1- UPON other terms ;. and as Sexeca 
nd ſaid ina caſe not unlike this, They 
Ye ſia more in the Abſolution then the 
N- other aid in the cxirne k, k Senec, Ep. 
he And the power of Abſol-. 97- 
bt wing was not abſolutely. given , but. 
er upon condition of the Penitents. re- 
en formation ( | ) : SOthat | Baſil. regul. © 
or the Church of England *rev. gueſte15. 
y- tells you truly, that if you were 
iſ- Abſotved ten thouſand times, and 
oh purchaſed never ſo many: Inaul- 
De gences, if you invoked 27numera-: 
e- ble Saints, and gave infinite Almes, 
fi> without a7mexdment, you can bave 
e, no Paraop : Howſgever you may 
y have been perſwaded (as Tertullt- 
as an ſaith the Hereticks in h1s time 
d thought m)That to be of mTertede Pre 
1- that Faith will ſave your /* $4 tha 2 
n and that there may be wah 

n deliverance 
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deliverance from puniſhment after 
this life by Alms-deeds and Pray- 
ers,after your death; or that to 
receive the Sacraments of the 


Charch and the Prieſts Abſolution 
at laſt, will bring you to Heaven : 


Alas! you will find theſe DoGrines 
will deceive you ; and they miſ- 
chievouſly encourage evil men to 
put off their Repextance,who will 
not be troubled with Holizeſs in 
the. way , becauſe they think to 
come ſo eaſily off in theend: And 
if you pieaſe to obſerve, Theſe 
Principles make ſo many infamous 
men and women, fo many thieves 


' and murtherers , debauched and 
| profane perſons, Proſelytes to the 
Roman Church, becauſe the Tenets 


thereof (they think) do not ob- 
lige them to forſake their evil ways, 
| but 


of 
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but reconcile them and Salvation 
together: But how looſe ſoever the 
Principles of the Romaniſts be as 
to matters pertaining to Goa, yet 


\ they are exceeding ſtrid in caſes 


of obedience to the Charch,tithing 
eMint and Anniſe, but neglecting 


the weightier things of the Law, 


as the Phariſees were wont to do : 
which isalſo a great obſtrugion to 
real Holineſs, ' becauſe it makes 
men place Rel:g70z in {light things; 
and think by obſerving them to 
compenſate for greater ; and yebT 
am perſwaded you cannot deny, 


but that moſt Roman Catholicks are | 


more afraid to eat fleſh upon a Fa- 


ſting-aay, then to ſwear ( the epi- 
_demical fin of this Party) or zo {yes 


And it is obvious, that many who. 


will be drunk, and fornicate, and. 
| are 
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are ſhamefully; debauched, yet will 
ll} not work on a Holy-day,nor negiect | ji 
ll! - Gonfefſrom, nor read a Book of one ' R; 
called an  Heretich, They will Ki 
ll! croſs and bow,and obſerve all orders yy 
li of ee Gharch, but live in the open | js 
ll! breach of Gods GCommandements. | to 


| Amdthus this Relzzion is to ſtricf | C| 
| where God hath left usat liberty, | to 
i} and yet #90 remiſs where. his Holy | of 
WI Lev hath boundus with indiſpen- | tr 
ſable anderernal bonds : the effect | a1 
| of all which conſiderations is this, | th 
| TFhatno wiſe man will chooſe or | F; 
retain a Religion, by which the | oy 
|| glory of God, his worſhip and | th 
| ſervice, and the duties of holineſs | 2, 
|| arsno better taken care for, and in ! ſe; 
| whichhe is more likely to difpleafe | ac 
s God, thento make himſelf accep- | ou 
| table to him, 3 an 
; 0. VI. | 
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6. VI, There is one particular 
more moſt properly relating to the 


' Romaniſts who are Subjecs to the 


) 


King of Exmelard, and who glory 
much of their Loyalty ; -and that 
1s to conſider, How it is poſſible 
to be obedient Sons of the Roman 
Church, and-alſo faithful Subje&s 


 toaPrince who hath rejeGed the 


uſurped Authority thereof ? Tis 
true, if the Pope would profeſs to 
our K72g, as his Predecefſor Leo 
the Fourth did to Lotharins of 
France, concerning your Capitulars 
or Imperial Precepts, we, through 


the aſſiſtance of Chriſt, promiſe as 


much 44 we are able to keep and con- 


' ſerwe the ſame for ever: It he would i 
acknowledge himſelf ſubje& to þ} 


} 
[ 


- | our King 1n his Dowinions, as the 


- , ancient Piſhops of Rowe were to 


the 


- ——_ 
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the Emperors , if he chal lenged no yi 


| more then the honour due toa ſpi- bi 


ritual perſon , the caſe might eaſi- y 
ly be determined : but you know 
he claims nuch more, v7z. a Supre- th 
macy over Kings,a priviledge to be tt 
appealed to,as to the laſt and high- yo 
eſt Tribunal on earth : he hath de- 
clared that the King of England xs | 
n Mazth. Paris, his walſal,pay his ſlave: ) 
ad Ann. 1253. (n) And that England ' 
# a Fee of the Papacy, he hath pre- 
ſamed aGually to nominate a K7zg | )1 
of Ireland; and both here and there 9 
abſolved the Kings Subje&s from A 
their Allegiance 3 upon which, ma-. ut 
ny of your perſwafion did enter ca 
into Conſpiracies and Rebellions, th 
although now you generally affirm tr 
you would not obey the Pope,if he th 
:ommanded you to fight againſt . 
your 
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65 
no your King 3 but in this there way 


be i fallacy, becauſe the Pope can 
Excommmnicate and depoſe him 
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even for a very {wall matter, ſaith 
the Canon Law o) and 0 Gloſſ, in De» 
then he is no longer <ret.i/tin.40. 
your King: ſo thatnow ©7*5! 74s: 
tis very difficult to determine , 
low a good Subjed of Exgiard can 
rofeſs obedience to a forreign 
'rince, anenemy to our King and 
Zountry, pretending to a Superi- 
Yity over his Majeſty and all his: 
Our Saviour ith, Matth. vi. 24 
No man can ſerve two Maſters: viz, 


unleſs they be ſubordinate. There 


cannot be two higheſt powers, for 
they will ſometimes command con- 
trary things ; and while you own 
the Biſhop of Rowe in any one 
point of Juriſdiction above rhe 
Kizpsg, 


l 66 Advice tothe Roman 
King, youare the Popes SubjeRs. | 
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not the Kizgs;nor can his Majeity | 


have any ſufficient ſecurity of F 
your Allegiance , unleſs you re- ® 
nounce this foreign Power, except 


he will be content to Reign at the 
Popes mercy : ' And why (my 
friends) ſhould you fo obſtinately 
refuſe to renounce the Supremacy 
of the Romer Biſhip,as to this Na- 
tion,over which Chriſt never gave 


himany Authority , nor had he e- 


verany legal power here but what 
was permitted by the Kings and 
their Parliaments, who did reſtrain 
1t often when it was at the height, 
and at length did legally takeaway 
this power again ; ſo that we now 
owe no more obedience to the 
Pope, then to the Daniſh King , 
whoſe Predeceflors were for ſome 


time - 


- 


9o 


ty | 
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time Supream Lords of England : 
beſides, the Popes Supremacy doth 


; no way further any mans ſalvation, 
' Nor 47d he ever do any conſiderable 


hoo by it in thoſe Conntrys where 
it is allowed him : bur on the con- 


_ trary, it might be made appear 
(were ic not an ungrateful task ) 


that this #ſurped powes hath occaſi- 
oned the mmurther of many Princes, 
and filled Chriſtendom for many A- 
ges with Maſſacres, Treaſons, Way 
and Blowdſhed,ſo that it came to be 
a Proverb, ſaith Guiccaraine, It is 
proper to the Church to hate the Cx- 
fars: and the miſchief it hath done 
in this Nation-is ſo wel! remem- 
bred, and ſo deeply reſented: by 
the people of Ernpland, that they 
will never endure that heavy yoke 


more, nor can they be perſwaded 


{icarce 
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ſcarce ever to eſteem them loyal] C 
Subjects, or true to their Coun-| e 
tries intereſt, who do abett it: will ze 
you therefore be ſo ſo impudent ſt 
r0 oppoſe the command of your Kinp, 'S 


the zntereſt of your Country, and the cl 


defire of your fellow Subjeits, meer- Þ 
ly to ſupporcan unjuſt & ground- 1T, 
leſs Power, which no Ecclefiaſtick !& 
ought to have any where, much leſs +3 
in ſo remote and abſolutea Monar- :f0: 
chy ?.. a power which is #aconſiſtent 'P 
with the ſecurity of the Crown, the or 


peace of the Kingdom, and the quiet you 
of private perſons.. St, Peter never th 
bid any to honour his Szcceſſor the ie, 
Pope, but his counſel is, Fear God Joo 


and Honour the King, 1 Pet. 2.17, 401 
and a little before he commands Yue 
you to ſubmit to---the King as Su- we 
pream, ver. 13, St. Paul calls the GO 
Civil 
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/all Civil Magiſtrate the Higher Pow- 
n-| ers, and. bids every ſoul be ſubject 
ill 'Zo-therms, Rom. 12, 1, Neither Bz- 
nt ſhops nor Apoſtles themſelves ( ſaith 
9p, St. Chryſoſtom) are excepted: I con- 
he clude with that of St. Bernard to 
er-. Pope Eagenins (P), p zwnad ry. 
d- iThe Apoſtles mw fo. Snken Zap 
ck hid to exerciſe Domi- ©4142. 

>fſ5 1108, Luke 22. 25, 26. Gothere- 
r- fore you and preſume , either as 4 
nt Prince to uſurp an Apoſtolick power; 
he -07. 48 ar Apoſtolick perſon,a Princes; 
et you are plainly forbidden one of 
er them, :for if you would have Apoſto- 
he ilical and Royal power together, you 
od Jooſe both: Tt is unconſcionable 
7, for the Roman Biſhop to demand 
dsfuch power ; and conſcience as 
#- well as prudence, the Laws of 
he God and man forbid it; ſo that I 
71] hope 
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and men of an. un-inſlaved under 1 
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hope you will not ſcruple to re-: 


nounce it. a}ſo,. thereby dewon-. 
ſtrating your ſelves Loya/ to your 


E 
f 
V 
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King , Lovers of. your . Contr). 


EEE CG > 55494 2-40 fa 
- 0. ViH. Finally;. 22y defires.c,, 


your” perfe& freedom from that}, 


intolerable yoke, and my unfergn ET 


ed wiſhes for your temporal, ſpiri'\ gy 
tual , and eternal. welfare , ad 


prompt meto adviſe.you to com 5, 
ply with the Religion of the Chard|,, f 


of England, and that upon =} pe 
Motives : Firſt, It was confcſled 
by the beſt of the Roman Church F 


[1 ” = 


even while its Ufſurpation prevails #1 
ed here , that many things needel,, 


reformation; and when, inſtead ol, 
reforming, the Pope eſtabliſhed, 
bil: 4 
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by: a new -Conacel all the Particu- 
"tars almoſt which were com- 
iT plained: of : This Church ( being 
freed from his Authority before ) 
lor wa3Yegally and-regularly Reformed 
by the Supream Power of. the Ne- 
| jrion, by the ſame right that Iſrael 
Card Judah were reformed of 'old, 
haj a all this done with prudence 
8 and moderation, and atcordingly 
"cd ; ought robe ſubmitted :to by all 
'the ſubje&s' of-- this Nation. 
m_y Secondly, uphasſoever the Chureh 
rel l;F- England oblipeth you to believe 
ele) +; neceſſary to. Sabvation, 13: FOTLY 
Tec iy Proved out of hoſe Books -whith 
ch (Rome W.Jel confeſſorh to be*Otiptos 
al 2241, and the Word o "Gol; you 
deny, endwnnſt'in thi Churchhoſt 
| ol rhe thive "Greeds,and all the*Weri- 
cles contained in them : And he 
2 PP D oniy 
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Church of Rome, .and rejea. only 
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only ts an Heretick, that believes| 
net: thoſe Articles , ſaid the Con-| 
fitt., of Theodoſis and Gratian. 
In-this ' Church we give more bo 

nour to, and obey more Cangns of 
the ifurſt; general Councels then the 
Roman: Church doth ; we approve ' 
of that Expoſition of Scripture, . 
which hath the conſent of the Fa- 
thers of the firſt three or four 
Centuries; yea, we hold all that* 
the Charch of Rome it ſelf held 

&s neceſſiry to Salvation, for five 
or. fix. hundred years together : | 
ſo that- in forſaking the Modern, | 
yQu ..adhere to the Primitive t 


&a — = & ==” At =. 
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the Novel Articles | guts c 
Thirdly, ' The: diſcipline, of the | 
Church "7 England, and its Go- 
verument, is more agreeable to the 
| | ancient 
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os] ancient form of the Chriſtian 


12+| 
T1 
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he 


Vc 


Church, they the preſent Roman 


&. Our Az hath the ſame pows- 
er that David and Schmon , ard 
other Religious K7mgs of Tudab 
had; the ſame which Conftantize 


- the great, and his Stcceflo: s for 
many years had: wiz. a pPuwer 


to-Convene his Clergy, and ad- 
viſe wLrh them about afiairs of 


.. the Church: Power to ratifie 


that which the Biſhops agree vp- - | 


' on, and co pive it the foree of a 
. Law; Power to corree a!l offers 


ders againſt Faith or Manners, be 


they Clergy or Lay-men 5 Power 


to chooſe fit perſons to govern 


* the Church; And finally to de- 
termine all cauſes Eccleſiaſtical and 


(wil; and this power his Pre- 
deceſſors .had, and without this 
D 2 power 
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power he cannot keep his Kingdom | 
in peaces: and this is that we. 
|| mean, when we call him Sepream : 
| Governour of this Church : Beſides, | 
| we havea Patriarch of our own, |! 
"| the Arch-biſhop of C Canterbury,who þ 
Il | anciently adviſed with the _Popy y 
"i asa Friend, and whom H1ban th is 
Second called the Pope of the othe: 
world (q). And his See q malmbur.d 6 
was commonly called emi lib, 1.3 
the Chair of the Enz- ahora 
liſh Patriarch (r), and twarienſ's. pag, f 
now hisTitle 13 confir- *'3: 

med by Law, and he reſtored dl 
 hisancient Liberties. We have al-#: 
ſo Right Rewerend Biſhops, toge«t 
ther with Priefts and Deacons ,4 
who if need were could derivatl 
 - their Ordination from the times? 
| of the Papal Uſurpation, and arslc 
| | | no: - 


ee i are re nn a a 
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Jom now conſecrated by a more pri- 
we mitive and pious form then the 
eam Church of Rome can ſhew; and 
des, i prejudice do not blind you, it 
vn , muſt be confelſed,. That the Cler- 
who gy of England are generally more 
Pop pairful and pious, and altogether 
z the 14s learned as in any Catholick Conn- 
the #ry whatſoever. Fourthly , For 
ur 4 Diuine Adminiſirations, and the 
1b. i, worſhip of God; here you may enjoy 
m0; all that ever God made neceſſary to 
- pig ſabvation : The Holy Scriptures (in 

which our Szviowr faith 7s eternal 
1 tuLife) plainly tranſlated, ſoberly in- 
e al--terpreted, and prattically preached: 
oges Here are daily prayers, and tha" by 
18s ,4 form ſo grave and ſo agreeable to 
rivathe unqueſtionab'e parts of Anci- 
imeaent Liturgies, that it dares cha!- 
 aralenge all the Chxi/tiam world to, 
noi D 3 ” produce | 


— — 


76 Advicttothe Koman 
produce any thing ſo conforming | as 
ro the pureſt and primitive Devo: | a1 
tions; A Form whieh hath left out ' ft 
all the corruptions of the Roman t} 
eMiſſal, and was never yet juſtly te 
reproved by either SeFaryor Ko: | ot 
maniſt: Here we have the Two 
Sacraments which Chrift ordained, | 
with oft excellent forms of Admi- th 
riſtration; we have alſo the other | th 
frve Rites,though not called by the | ne 
name of Sacraments, viz. Confir-| A 
mation, and Matrimony, Holy Or- mn 
ders, and the Uffice for fick and th 
dying perſons; and when any | #; 
wrongs are confeſſed we enjoyn ce; 
reſtitution and ſatufaction to men, ſte 
humiliation and repentance as to fti, 
God; and upon theſe terms, we me 
pronounce Abſolution ; we preſs, wi 


 andpraGtice charity and good works, ne, 
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4s much as the Roman Church doth;. 
7- | and thotigh we dare not fay we 
It ' fhall »er2t heaven by them,becauſe 
# 'that 15 the free gift of God, yet we 
y teach none can come hiker with- 
0: | out them: Ina word, the Church 
| of England commands all that God 
| hath commanded, and forbids all 
z- | that he hath forbidden, ſo that 
r| there may be had in it all things 
e | necefſary to ſalvation, Fifthly, 
7- | And thovgh we do not place ſo 
y- much of Religion in Extervnals, as 
a the Church of Rome doth; yet here 
y | is preſcribed all that is rational, de- 
mn cent and orderly, viz. that eMint- 
, ſters wear alwayes grave and az- 
fo flind# habits, and have peculiar gar- 
e ments in the time of Divine Ser- 
5, vice; that Churches be adorned and 
s, meat, that the people be reverent 
$ | FL 
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in Gods Houſe, that the memories 
of the great Saints, and of our Sa- 


viours moſt memorable atts be kept! 
as Feſtival, that Lent be obſerved 


as a time of Abſtinence, as alſo the 
Vigils of great Feſtivals, the Em- 


ber dayes, and all Fridays in the| 


Years. and if ſome Proteſtants do 
not obſerve them, yet others do, 
and are commended for it ; and 
you may follow the beſt, not the 
moſt : you will have more liberty 
as to- the. Circumſtantials , bur 
greater helps as to the Effentials 
of Relipion, and the practice of 
real holineſs,without which no man 
fhall ſee God. 


All which being duly confide- 
red, without prejudice or paſſi- 
on, I hope will be ſufficient to 
ſhew you how much the Religion 
of 

| 
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| of the Engliſh exceils that of the 


Roman Church in Antiquity, Inte- 


| grity, and Hſefulneſs,and perſwade 
you ts receive this charitable and 


friendly Advice; no longer toſuf- 


| fer your ſe.ves to be impoſed up- 
on, and made to ſerve the ends 


of Avariceand Ambition: Fur to - 
embrace the Ratronal and. Holy Re- 
ligion of your Kizg and Cam 
whereby you ſhall have better af- 
ſurances of your. Salvation, then 
the Roman Church can give you 2 
For there you have only the word 
of their Prieſts, whoſe ntereſt 
and whoſe pradFice It hath been 
todeceive you: But here you ſhall 
have at the ſecurity which the 
Word of God can give you, pro- 
vided you become reformed in 
your /zves,as well as: in your Relz- 
gon, 
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; gion, and will leave off your ola 


vices as well as your old opinions; 


for unleſs we can perſwade you tof 


become Proſelytes to Righteouſ- 


eff, we ſhall not ſer OS by\/ 
drawing you to our profeſſzon; be-| 
caue we knov,it 1s neither the bel 


ing Papiſt nor Proteſtant will ſave 


thoſe that /zve 1» their fins : On'y| 


this Religion will ſooneſt bring 
you to-amendmenc of life. But if 
you defire further information in 
any of the former Particulars, let 


] 
' me perſwade you to conſult the 
late eminent Proteſtant Writers.,|. 


together with fome of the moſt 


learaed and ingenuous of the Exs/: 
liſh Clergy, whom you will find, 
very able,and very willing to give 
yOu Gatisfation , and men that 
have no.deſigns upon you. T _ | 
add... 


ad 
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[4d no more, but that if you 
* 5| would a while try the difference, a 
©/firtle experience would teach you 
Y pow happy a change he makes who 
forſakes the Roway, and embraces 


"Fithe Communion of the Eng 
Church. 


' Books printed for Henry Brome. 
Ds Will. Lloyd's Sermon before thi} 
King-againſt the Papiſts. 

His Sermon at the Funeral of: John Lord Biſha. 

of Cheſter, 
His Sermon before the Ring. Dp 
of Seaſonable Diſcourſe againſt Pepery. = 
A Reaſonable Defenſe of the Seaſenable Di), 
 Ecurſe, 
The Pifference Betwien the\Church tie ws | 
Rome conſidered. 

The Papiſts Bait : or, Their Way to gain Pro 

ſelntes. Anſwered by Ch, Gataker. 

A Sermon at the Aſſ;zes at Reading : £y Jol, 

Sayer, M.A. 

Mr. Tho. Tanner's Sermon to the ſeatterc; 

Members of the Church. 

A Sermon at the Funeral of Dr, Turner Dear 

of Canterbury ; Zy. Pr. Du Moulin. 
Education and -Gowertring:of Children of «i 
Conditions ; 5 By D.. Du Moulin. 

The Controverſial Letters,or Grand Cont rover. 
fre, concerning the pretended Authority © 
Papiſis over the Whole Earth. 

Popery Manifeſted : Or the Papiſt Tncognii: 

mad: Known, 

Toleration diſcuſſed : The Second Edition Es 

larged; By R, L*Eſtrange Eſq. 

The Pindicaticn of theClergy. 

Papal Tyranny, a5 it was exerciſed over Eng 
land for ſome Ages by Dr. Du Moulin,w::' 
two Sermons on the Fifth of November 

preached at Canterbury. 
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